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General
Total male population under 15 (2014) (CIA, 2015): 11,289
Total female population under 15 (2014) (CIA, 2015): 10,932
Total male population over 15 (2014) (CIA, 2015): 31,957
Total female population over 15 (2014) (CIA, 2015): 37,117

Health
Maternal mortality rate per 100,000 live births: NA
Infant mortality rate per 1,000 live births (2014) (CIA, 2015): 13.29
Under-five mortality rate for males per 1,000 live births (UNICEF, 2015): 10
Under-five mortality rate for females per 1,000 live births (UNICEF, 2015): 8
Births attended by a skilled health professional (2010) (WHO, 2014b): 100%
Prevalence of HIV among males aged 15–49: NA
Prevalence of HIV among females aged 15–49: NA
Life expectancy for men (2012) (WHO, 2014a): 73
Life expectancy for women (2012) (WHO, 2014a): 77

Education
Male youth literacy rate, ages 15–24: NA
Female youth literacy rate, ages 15–24: NA
Male adult literacy rate, ages 15+ (2012) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 98.4%
Female adult literacy rate, ages 15+ (2012) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 99.4%
Male adjusted net enrolment rate in primary education (2012) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics,
2015): 86.68%
Female adjusted net enrolment rate in primary education (2012) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics,
2015): 83.87%
Male gross enrolment ratio in secondary education (2012) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics,
2015): 97.94%
Female gross enrolment ratio in secondary education (2012) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics,
2015): 112.88%
Male gross enrolment ratio in tertiary education (2012) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015):
15.07%
Female gross enrolment ratio in tertiary education (2012) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015):
31.15%
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Graduates from tertiary education who are female (2012) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015):
87.8%
Students enrolled in engineering, manufacturing and construction programmes in tertiary
education who are female (2012) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015): 42.9%
Teachers in primary education who are female (2012) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015):
92.2%
Teachers in secondary education who are female (2012) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015):
68.2%
Teachers in tertiary education who are female (2012) (UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2015):
54.3%

Economic Activity
Males over 15 who are active in the labour force: NA
Females over 15 who are active in the labour force: NA
Men who have an account in a formal financial institution: NA
Women who have an account in a formal financial institution: NA

Decision-Making
Proportion of seats held by women in national parliament (World Bank, 2013): 11%

Human Rights
Girls married before 15: NA
Females married between 15 and 19: NA
Women subjected to physical/sexual violence by an intimate partner during their lifetime: NA
Women subjected to physical/sexual violence by an intimate partner or a non-partner during their
lifetime: NA

Gender Gaps
Health
Abortion is illegal unless it is performed to save the pregnant woman’s life. The woman can be
sentenced to 10 years in prison and the enabler of the abortion to three years in prison (United
Nations, 2013, p. 15; Women on Waves, n.d.).

Gender Country Profile – Antigua & Barbuda
Commonwealth of Learning CC BY SA
Aug 2015 | Page 3 of 6

Pap smears and other medical tests are not provided for free, making them less accessible to poor
women (United Nations, 2013, p. 14).

Education
Women in Antigua and Barbuda are outperforming men in education. For example, between 1995
and 2013, the Board of Education awarded 68% of its scholarships to women (Ministry of
Education, Sports, Youth and Gender Affairs, 2013, p. 11). Despite these advances, however,
women are still under-represented in the political arena and are more likely to experience poverty
(see below).

Economic
While addressing the Commission on the Status of Women, at the UN in New York in 2010, Ms.
Sheila Roseau, Director of Gender Affairs representing the state of Antigua and Barbuda, spoke
of the feminine face of poverty in her country. “The financial crisis has particularly affected
women, and exacerbated the existing challenges related to feminized poverty. In Antigua and
Barbuda women constitute a high proportion of workers in the tourism sector and are the
backbone of service industries, where jobs have taken the greatest hit. The impact goes far
beyond the loss of formal jobs, but has come to impact social support networks and institutions”
(Government of Antigua and Barbuda, 2010).
According to the Ministry of Education, Sports, Youth and Gender Affairs (2013, p. 17), women
still make up more than half of those considered to be poor in the country. Over half of women
considered to be poor have at least one child.

Decision-Making
In 2010, women held less than 15% of political offices across all jurisdictions, local to federal.
As of January 2014, 11.1% of ministerial positions in the country were held by women. In the
lower house of parliament, women comprised 10.5% of the total, and in the upper house 29.4%
(UN Women & Inter-Parliamentary Union, 2014).

Human Rights
During her above-mentioned 2010 speech, Director of Gender Affairs Ms. Sheila Roseau stated:
“Acts of violence against women continue to be one of our nation’s biggest challenges”
(Government of Antigua and Barbuda, 2010).
On average, more than 200 cases of domestic violence are reported to police annually (in a total
population of approximately 91,000). In the government’s 2013 Status of Women report to the
UN, the insensitive attitudes of police when responding to complaints of domestic violence were
mentioned and described as problematic.
The Sexual Offences Act does not recognise marital rape (United Nations, 2013, p. 15).
In the sex trade, the sex trade worker is subject to prosecution but not the purchaser (United
Nations, 2013, p. 15).
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